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COURSE OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THIS COURSE  

Using Infographics in the Classroom is designed to provide basic training on how infographics can be 
used in the classroom. This course is not designed to teach participants all details of infographics 
but to provide a solid start so participants can begin incorporating them into their lesson plans. At 
the end of this course, participants will design a lesson plan that uses infographics.  
 

TARGET AUDIENCE  

The primary audience consists of 6th, 7th and 8th grade teachers. Some are familiar with 
infographics; however, being familiar with infographics is not a pre-requisite for this course. All 
teachers are required to attend this course.   
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

After completing this course, the learner will be able to  
a. Explain what infographics are and why they are effective for conveying information. 
b. List the benefits of having students create, analyze and interpret infographics.  
c. Find infographics related to subject content.  
d. Identify what makes a good infographic.  
e. Create a lesson plan that uses infographics.  

 

MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT  

 Computer 
 LCD projector and screen 
 Internet access 
 Power strips (if needed) 
 Flipcharts (1 per group) 
 Markers  
 Facilitator guide 
 Prezi Presentation  
 “It’s the Age of Infographics” video  
 Handouts  
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WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 

The listed times are approximates and should be verified during classroom preparation. 
 

TASKS EXPECTED TIME 

 
Introductions: 
 Introduction  
 Objectives 
 Agenda 

 

 
5 minutes 
2 minutes 
2 minutes 
1 minutes 

 

 
Introduction to Infographics:  
 What is an infographic? 
 What is the purpose of infographics? 
 Why should infographics be used in the 

classroom? 
 Where do you find infographics? 
 What makes a good infographic? 

 

 
55 minutes 

2 minutes 
5 minutes 
6 minutes 

 
2 minutes 

40 minutes  

Break 
 

10 minutes 

 
Using Infographics in the Classroom: 
 Activating tool 
 Explaining a concept 
 Analyzing and interpreting data 
 Creating infographics 
 Create a lesson plan 

 

 
48 minutes 

4 minutes 
4 minutes 
5 minutes 
5 minutes 

30 minutes 
  

 
Review and Debrief: 
 Summarize Lesson 
 Objectives 
 Instructor Led Questions  

 

 
12 minutes 

8 minutes 
2 minute 

2 minutes   

Total Time 130 minutes 
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PRE/POST-COURSE CHECKLIST  

TASK  

One week prior to this course, send pre-course email to participants. (Appendix A)  

After the course, debrief instructional coaches on post-course activity and give them 
the discussion questions handout.   (Appendix E) 

 

 
 

CLASS PREPARATION CHECKLIST  

TASK  

Obtain and test LCD projector and laptop  

Obtain and test Prezi  

Test internet connection and website access  

Test “It’s the Age of Infographics” video  

Obtain power strips (if needed)   

Obtain flip charts and markers:  1 for each group of 4 participants   

Copy participant materials.  For each participant:  

 Appendix B: What makes a good infographic? Handout   

 Appendix C: Analyzing Infographics Handout    

 Appendix D: Creating Infographics Project Handout   

 Appendix E: Post-Course Discussion Questions   

 Appendix F: Course Evaluation Form   
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CLASSROOM SETUP 

Arrive early to setup the classroom. 
 

TASK  

 Arrange tables for groups of 4 and have all the math teachers sit at one table, the 
language arts teachers sit at a table, the social studies teachers sit at a table and 
the science teachers sit at a table. Use your best judgment if you have more or 
less than 4 teachers per subject.  

 

 Provide a flip chart and easel with markers for each table of 4 participants.  

 Provide power strips where needed.  

 
 

INSTRUCTION NOTES  

The following lesson plan explains how to facilitate this course.  
 
Script for the facilitator to say is written like this.  (However, you do not need to read it word for 
word. The information provided is the general idea you are trying to get across.) 
 
Instructions for the facilitator to do are written like this.  
 
Questions for the facilitator to ask the participants will be preceded with:  
 

ASK:  
 
And possible answers are preceded with:  
 

POSSIBLE ANSWER:   
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LESSON PLAN 

INTRODUCE LESSON         

INTRODUCTIONS          

 2 minutes 
 

Slide 1 

 

 Welcome the participants and introduce yourself. 

 

OBJECTIVES            

 2 minutes 
 

Slide 2 

 

 Explain the objectives for the workshop. 
 

1. Explain what infographics are and why they are effective 
for conveying information. 
 

2. List the benefits of having students create, analyze and 
interpret infographics. 

 
3. Find infographics related to subject content. 

 
4. Identify what makes a good infographic. 

 
5. Create a lesson plan that uses infographics.  
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AGENDA 

 1 minute 
 

Slide 3

 

 Explain the agenda for the workshop. 
 

1. What is an infographic? 

2. What is the purpose of infographics? 

3. Why should infographics be used in the classroom? 

4. What makes a good infographic? 

5. How can infographics be used in the classroom? 
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TOPIC #1: WHAT IS AN INFOGRAPHIC? 

PRESENT CONTENT          

 2 minutes  
 

Slide 4 

 
 

 

 What is an infographic? 

Slide 5 

 
 

 

 According to Wikipedia, an infographic is a graphical 
representation of information, data and knowledge intended to 
present complex information quickly and clearly.  

 

      When researching infographics, four key themes will keep 
appearing: Information, Knowledge, Visualization and 
Communication 

 

      Information and knowledge refers to the data that is found in an 
infographic.   
 

     Explain data in the Water Down infographic.  

 

Slide 6 

 

     Visualization and communication refers to how that data is 
presented to you. This is done through charts, graphs and 
pictures. You will usually find a variety of these in every 
infographic.  
 

     Explain features of Infographics: The Art of Display Data 
infographic. 
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LINK TO NEXT ACTIVITY 

Slide 7 

 

 What is the purpose of infographics?  
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TOPIC #2: WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF INFOGRAPHICS? 

PRESENT CONTENT          

 5 minutes  
 

Slides 8-11 

 
 
 

 Purpose #1: To communicate a message or tell a story 
 

 ASK: What do you think the message or story for this 
infographic is? 
 

 POSSIBLE ANSWER: That we should get out and live our lives 
instead of wasting away our time.  

 

Slide 12 

 
 
 

 Purpose #2: To present large amounts of information in a 
compact and easy to understand way (to make complex info 
easier to understand)  
 

 ASK: What is your reaction when you see a table like this? 
 

 POSSIBLE ANSWER: You might cringe and probably don’t want 
to read it.  

 

Slide 13 

 

 ASK: What is your reaction when you see a picture like this? 
 

 POSSIBLE ANSWER: You immediately get interested and want 
to read more.  
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Slides 14-19 

 
 
 

 Purpose #3: To engage viewers 
 

 ASK: Why might this infographic engage your students? 
 

 POSSIBLE ANSWER: Everyone has thought about being a 
superhero at some point in their life.  
 

Slide 20 

 

 Purpose #4: To show relationships and trends  
 
 The green arrows show where Starbucks gets their coffee beans 

from. 
 

 The red arrows show where they get their paper for cups. 
 

 The yellow arrows show where they get their sugar.  
 

 The green circles show how many stores they have in each 
location. 
 

 ASK: What relationship or trend is being shown in this 
infographic? 
 

 POSSIBLE ANSWER: The regions that supply Starbucks with 
their products are not the same regions that have Starbucks 
stores.  
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LINK TO NEXT ACTIVITY 

Slide 21 

 

 Now that we know what infographics are and why they are 
used, why should we use them in our classrooms? 
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TOPIC #3: WHY SHOULD YOU USE INFOGRAPHICS IN THE CLASSROOM?  

PRESENT CONTENT          

 6 minutes 
 

Slide 22 

 

 Play the “It’s the Age of Infographics” YouTube Video  
 

 ASK: What do you think? What implications does this have for 
our students?  
 

 POSSIBLE ANSWER: Infographics are everywhere and our 
students are bound to run into them somewhere so they need 
to be able to read and interpret them.  
 
 

Slide 23 

 
 
 

 Common Core and 21st Century Skills require students to 
develop information, visual and digital literacy skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Slide 24 

 
 
 

     Information Literacy: the ability to recognize when information 
is needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate and use 
effectively the needed information.  
 

     Explain each puzzle piece in the graphic. 
 
 

Slide 25 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     Visual Literacy: the ability to transform and communicate 
thoughts, ideas and information into all types of pictures and 
graphics.  
 

     Explain the different categories in the graphic. 
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Slide 26 

 

     Digital Literacy: the ability to read and interpret media, to 
reproduce data and images through digital manipulation, and to 
evaluate and apply new knowledge gained from digital 
environments.  
 

     Explain the different pieces of the graphic. 
 

 

LINK TO NEXT ACTIVITY 

Slide 27 

 

 Now we know how important it is to use infographics in our 
classroom, so where can we find infographics? 
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TOPIC #4: WHERE DO YOU FIND INFOGRAPHICS? 

PRESENT CONTENT          

 2 minutes 
 

      You received an email from me last week asking you to find at 
least two infographics that relate to the content that you teach.  
 

       ASK: How many of you searched through the websites I 
provided?  

 

Slide 28 

 

     Here are the websites that I provided to you: 

a. Cool Infographics: http://www.coolinfographics.com 

b. Daily Infographics: http://dailyinfographic.com/ 

c. Visualizing: http://www.visualizing.org/ 

d. Submit Infographics: http://submitinfographics.com/ 

e. Infographic Showcase: 

http://www.infographicsshowcase.com/ 

f. Flowing Data: http://flowingdata.com/ 

g. Power of Data Visualization: http://www.pdviz.com/ 

h. Infographics Archive: 

http://www.infographicsarchive.com/ 

i. Infographics Lab: http://infographiclabs.com/portfolio/ 

j. Love Infographics: http://www.loveinfographics.com/ 

k. Amazing Infographics: 

http://www.amazinginfographics.com/ 

l. Infographic Journal: http://infographicjournal.com/ 

m. Visual Archive: http://vizualarchive.com/ 

n. 100+ Infographic Sites: 
http://infographicsonline.com/submit-infographics-100-
infographic-submission-sites/ 

 

  

http://www.coolinfographics.com/
http://dailyinfographic.com/
http://www.visualizing.org/
http://submitinfographics.com/
http://www.infographicsshowcase.com/
http://flowingdata.com/
http://www.pdviz.com/
http://www.infographicsarchive.com/
http://infographiclabs.com/portfolio/
http://www.loveinfographics.com/
http://www.amazinginfographics.com/
http://infographicjournal.com/
http://vizualarchive.com/
http://infographicsonline.com/submit-infographics-100-infographic-submission-sites/
http://infographicsonline.com/submit-infographics-100-infographic-submission-sites/
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LINK TO NEXT ACTIVITY 

Slide 29 

 

 As you can see there are tons of infographics out there, so how 
do you know which ones are good and bad?  
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TOPIC #5: WHAT MAKES A GOOD INFOGRAPHIC?  

PRESENT CONTENT  

 15 minutes  
 

  Form partner groups. 
 

Appendix B  Pass out What makes a Good Infographic? handout. 
 

  Explain discussion. 
 

For this exercise, you will work in pairs. 
 

 Analyze two of the infographics you found before class 
using this handout.  

 
 You will have 10 minutes to complete this activity.  

 
  Participants may use laptop/tablet to view infographics. 

 
  Allow 5 minutes for each group to summarize their findings to the 

class. Point out any common themes.  
 

  Link to application: Now I am going to have you create a list of 
guidelines for your students to use when analyzing or creating 
their own infographics.  
 

 

ADMINISTER APPLICATION  

 20 minutes  
 

  Explain discussion. 
 

One flipchart per group As a table group, brainstorm a list of ideas your students 
could use when determining if an infographic is a good 
infographic.  

 
 You will have 10 minutes to brainstorm your ideas. 

 
 Then you will have 5 minutes to narrow down your choices 

to five.  
 

  After 10 minutes, tell participants to begin narrowing down their 
list to five items. 
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  Allow 5 minutes for each group to present their guidelines to the 
class. 
 

  Suggest that participants write down these guidelines or take 
pictures of the flipcharts. 
 

 

SUMMARIZE LESSON  

 5 minutes  
 

Slides 30-38 

 
 

 Explain key points of the 7 Super Powers of a Knockout 
Infographic 
 

     Story 
o Conveys a main idea or concept 
o Connect the dots to share your story 
o Educate or inspire your audience 
o Provide support and structure to your story 

     Style  
o Visually appealing 
o Balanced and consistent 
o Digestible: bite size chunks of info 
o Hierarchical: use size, color and images to make 

important info pop 
     Simplicity 

o Stick to one style for images/graphics/photos 
o Be consistent and limit your fonts 
o Restrict your color palette 
o White space is powerful 
o Establish flow and connection from section to section 

     Size 
o The size should fit the medium 
o Ideal horizontal size = 735 pixels 
o Ideal vertical size = 5000 pixels, but experiment with 

shorter lengths 
o Use a compressed jpeg image to reduce load time  

     Stats 
o Stats should be current, topical, factual, helpful and 

reliable  
     Shareability 

o Include source info and URL 
o Drive traffic back to your website 
o Include embed code for others to embed on their 

websites 
     Source 

o Use reputable sources 
o Confirm your facts  
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LINK TO NEXT ACTIVITY 

Slide 39 

 
 
 

 So far we have talked about what an infographic is, what the 
purpose of an infographic is, why we should use them in our 
classrooms and what makes an infographic a good infographic. 
When we return from a 10 minute break we are going to take a 
look at how we can use them in our classroom. 

  Give participants a 10 minute break.  
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TOPIC #6: HOW CAN INFOGRAPHICS BE USED IN THE CLASSROOM?  

PRESENT CONTENT   

 28 minutes  
 

Slide 39 

 
 
 

 I have four different activities that I am going to share with you 
today. 
 

Slides 40-45 

 
 

 Activity #1: An infographic could be used as an activating tool              
 

 7th grade Social Studies teaches a big unit on china. 
 

 You could introduce the unit by showing “The Numbers Behind 
China” infographic. 
 

 Explain data found in infographic.  
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Slides 46-48 

 
 
 

 Activity #2: An infographic could be used to explain a concept            
 

 Teach students about hurricanes by using the “Anatomy of a 
Hurricane” infographic. 
 

 Explain data found in infographic.  
 

Slides 49-51 

 
 

 Activity #3: Students could analyze and interpret the data in an         
infographic                                         
 
 
 

Appendix C  Pass out Analyzing Infographics Handout and give participants 
time to read through the handout. 
 

  Explain activity. 
 

 ASK: What do you think? Would this activity teach your 
students anything useful? 
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Slide 52 

 
 
 

 Activity #4: Students could create their own infographics                       
 

Appendix D  Pass out Creating Infographics Project Handout  
 

 This is a project that Diana Laufenberg, an 11th grade history 
teacher from Philadelphia did with her students. 
 

 Take a few minutes and read through this project. 
 

 Ask: What do you think? Do you like this project? Is this 
something that you could do with your students?  
 

Slide 53 

 
 

 Link to application: Now it is your turn to write a lesson plan 
that uses infographics. 
 

 

ADMINISTER APPLICATION   

 28 minutes  
 

  Explain instructions. 
 

Work with a partner that teaches the same content as 
you to write a lesson plan that uses infographics.  
 
You can use one of the ideas I showed in class today or 
you can create your own idea. 

 
You will be given 30 minutes to work on this and then 
the rest will need to be finished outside of class.  

 
You will share your lesson plan with your content team 
in two weeks.  
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PROVIDE FEEDBACK  

 2 minutes  
 

Slide 54 

 

 Explain feedback process. 
 

On ________ (approximately 2 weeks), you will share your 
lesson plan with your content team and instructional 
coach. 
 
You will be given a list of discussion questions to help 
you discuss what you like about each lesson plan and 
how it could be improved. 

 
If you have any questions or problems after this class, 
please see your instructional coach.  

 
 Ask for questions.  
 

 

LINK TO NEXT ACTIVITY 

  Before we finish for today, let’s review what we’ve learned.  
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DEBRIEF LESSON  

SUMMARIZE LESSON  

 8 minutes  
 

Slide 55 

 

 Explain instructions. 
 

Each table group will have their own flipchart. 
 

You will have 5 minutes to write down as many things 
as you can that we talked about today. 

 
The team with the most items after 5 minutes wins.  

 
 Monitor each group as they are brainstorming their ideas. 

 
 Ask one group to share their topics. Then have the other groups 

add anything that is missing. 
 

OBJECTIVES 

 2 minutes 

Slide 56 

 

Review objectives:  

1. Explain what infographics are and why they are effective for 

conveying information. 

 

2. List the benefits of having students create, analyze and 

interpret infographics. 

 

3. Find infographics related to subject content. 

 

4. Identify what makes a good infographic. 

 

5. Create a lesson plan that uses infographics.  
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INSTRUCTOR LED QUESTIONS  

 2 minutes  
 

 1. ASK: What do you think about infographics? Do you like them? 
Dislike them? Why? 
 

2. ASK: Do you think they are something you would use in your 
classroom?  
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POST-COURSE ACTIVITIES 

Appendix E  Discuss post-course activity with instructional coaches and makes 
sure they understand what they are supposed to do in their next 
meeting. 
 

 Provide instructional coaches with discussion questions handout.  
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APPENDICES 
 
Appendix A: Pre-Course Email 
 
Appendix B: What makes a good infographic? Handout 
 
Appendix C: Analyzing Infographics Handout 
 
Appendix D: Creating Infographics Project Handout 
 
Appendix E: Post-Course Discussion Questions   
 
Appendix F: Course Evaluation Form 
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APPENDIX A: PRE-COURSE EMAIL  

Good Morning, 
 
Next week you are invited to participate in a technology training session on  

Using Infographics in the Classroom 

This course will give you a short introduction on infographics and show you several examples of 
how to use them in your classroom. The second half of class is reserved for you to work on a lesson 
plan to use in your own classroom.  
 
In order to get as much done as possible in our 2 hours together, I have one task for you to complete 
before you attend the training session next week.  
 
Pre-Course Task: 
Using the websites listed below, please find at least two infographics that relate to the content you 
teach. I suggest that you email links to those infographics to yourself so that you can access them 
during class. 
 

http://www.coolinfographics.com 

http://dailyinfographic.com/ 

http://www.visualising.org/ 

http://submitinfographics.com/ 

http://www.infographicsshowcase.com/ 

http://flowingdata.com/ 

http://www.pdviz.com/ 

 http://www.infographicsarchive.com/ 

http://infographiclabs.com/portfolio/ 

http://www.loveinfographics.com/ 

http://www.amazinginfographics.com/ 

http://infographicjournal.com/ 

http://vizualarchive.com/ 

 
Course Information: 
Date: Friday, October 10th, 2014 

Time: 6th Grade: 8:30-10:40 am  
7th Grade: 10:45-11:45pm and 1:00-2:00pm 
8th Grade: 2:15-4:25pm  

Location: Media Center 

Materials Needed: Laptop or Tablet  
Your Content Standards  

 
I look forward to seeing each of you in class. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
Jane Doe 
Instructional Technology Coordinator 
(770) 777-7777 
Jane.Doe@school.edu   

http://www.coolinfographics.com/
http://dailyinfographic.com/
http://www.visualising.org/
http://submitinfographics.com/
http://www.infographicsshowcase.com/
http://flowingdata.com/
http://www.pdviz.com/
http://www.infographicsarchive.com/
http://infographiclabs.com/portfolio/
http://www.loveinfographics.com/
http://www.amazinginfographics.com/
http://infographicjournal.com/
http://vizualarchive.com/
mailto:Jane.Doe@school.edu
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APPENDIX B: WHAT MAKES A GOOD INFOGRAPHIC? HANDOUT 

What makes a good infographic? 
 
Working with a partner, answer the following questions using the two infographics that relate to your 
content area.   
 

1. What is the infographic about? What story is being told? 
 
 
 
 

2. Look at the examples and identify what you like/don't like about each one. 
 
 
 
 

3. How are colors used differently in each one? Are some colors more powerful than others? 
 
 
 
 

4. How are objects displayed on each one? Do sizes of the objects matter in showing the 
intended information? 

 
 
 

5. How could colors, sizes, and kinds of objects be used to mislead people away from the data? 
 
 
 

6. How do the words support or distract from the message? 
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Guidelines for a Good Infographic 
 
Create a list of 5 guidelines to give your students identifying what makes a good infographic. 
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APPENDIX C: ANALYZING INFOGRAPHICS HANDOUT 

Analyzing Infographics 
 
Use the following infographic titled “What is Your Risk?” at http://www.identityhawk.com/identity-
theft-risk-statistics-infographic  to answer the following questions in complete sentences.  
 
1. Define identity theft and name two consequences of it.  

 
 
 
 

2. What age group is most at risk for identity theft?  
 
 
 
 

3. If identity fraud occurred on June 1st, what date would it be when you discovered it based 
on the average number of days cited in this infographic?  
 
 
 
 

4. According to the percentage of victims, did more victims have financial numbers 
compromised or debit/credit card numbers stolen? What was the percent difference 
between the two?  
 
 
 
 

5. Did more victims lose their identities from stolen wallets and paperwork or from the 
internet? How much was the difference between the two? 
 
 
 
 

6. True or False: Households with an annual income of $50,000 are twice as likely to 
experience identity theft. If the answer is false, correct the incorrect information to make 
the statement true.  
 
 
 

http://www.identityhawk.com/identity-theft-risk-statistics-infographic
http://www.identityhawk.com/identity-theft-risk-statistics-infographic
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7. If the average time spent repairing damage from identity theft is 330 hours per incident, 
then how many days would that be? Months? Show your work and circle your final 
answers.  
 
 
 
 

8. How much money do businesses throughout the world lose annually to fraud? 
 
 
 
 

9. Identify the six ways to prevent identity theft. 
 
 
 
 

10. How can Americans protect their personal identities according to this infographic?  
 
 
 
 

11. Who do you think is the target audience for this infographic? Explain.  
 
 
 
 

12. In your opinion is this infographic intended to make you think about an issue, take a stand 
or change your behavior? Choose one and explain.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
http://familyconsumersciences.com/2014/06/analyzing-facs-related-infographics/  

http://familyconsumersciences.com/2014/06/analyzing-facs-related-infographics/
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APPENDIX D: CREATING INFOGRAPHICS PROJECT HANDOUT  

Top 10 Environmental Disasters Project 
By Diana Laufenberg 

Here are the steps my students and I went through in this three-week unit. Before we began, I 
gathered resources and planned activities against the three essential questions I wanted students 
to address: 

 What is the balance between the interests of individual and the interests of business with 
regard to the environment?  

 What role should the government play in regulating that balance? 
 How do the country’s past actions inform its current policies related to environmental issues? 

1. Introduce theme to students. 

For me, this began with the current events connection. We started by reading and discussing New 
York Times resources on the Gulf oil spill using this infographic to keep up with the news as it was 
known…and shown. 

2. Spend time building background.  

My class read and discussed the following to make historical connections to environmental 
disasters in general:  

 Chapter 7 of Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States 
 PBS’s The Story of Theodore Roosevelt 
 Environmental Historians Respond to Gulf Oil Spill 
 Humans and the Environment – Primary source links 

3. Focus whole-class investigation on one aspect of the unit’s theme.  

Although I generally use a more distantly historic event, because of the uniqueness and enormity of 
the oil spill, I used it as the whole class investigation topic. To dig into the issues surrounding the 
spill, we closely studied infographics produced about it from a variety of news and other 
organizations. 

All of our investigations fed back to the essential questions. For instance, I’d ask journal questions 
like, “Using the Times infographic we looked at yesterday, describe the potential impact on the 
wildlife living in the Gulf” and then ask them to further connect that impact to the potential 
economic impact on the individuals living in the Gulf. Then, for instance, we might go from there to 
reading/watching a segment on the projected economic impact. 

4. Assign smaller collaborative investigations of topics that are related to the larger theme.  

Students formed collaborative groups of three and then were randomly assigned one of the 10 
disasters. 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/05/01/us/20100501-oil-spill-tracker.htm
http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/zinnasl7.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/tr/envir.html
http://www.aseh.net/resources/environmental-historians-respond-to-gulf-oil-spill/environmental-historians-respond-to-gulf-oil-spill
http://www.archives.gov/pacific-alaska/seattle/education/curriculum/10th-grade/environment.html
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5. Provide students time and space to struggle with outside research and investigation, as 
well as to sort out the collaborative challenges. 

Students were given four class periods (260 minutes) to research, collaborate and create the 
infographic. After a year of consuming infographics, they were well versed in the range of ways to 
represent information graphically. But when they were asked to tell a story with as little text 
possible, they had to evaluate what parts of a disaster were most important to tell, and how to best 
represent each piece of information. When they were stuck I would direct them back to Krum’s 10 
Tips for Designing Infographics and also encourage them to revisit the bank of infographic 
examples we identified earlier. 

They had to contend with the fact that sometimes there was too much information about an event, 
while other times there was not quite enough. They had to make decisions about how to graphically 
represent the most salient facts about “their” disaster. They had to internalize research and then 
grapple with finding the most effective means of telling a story. And they had to call on skills in 
design, research, presentation, collaboration and inquiry. 

The students used oil spill infographics as they went to identify trends that were common with the 
historical disaster they were researching in groups. They examined both the Gulf disaster and their 
“own” disaster to create infographics that 
1. Related the basic ‘story’ of their disaster; 
2. Represented the public and governmental response directly following the incident; 
and 3. Looked at the actions of the government and public over time. 

6. Interact with the essential questions each day to discuss developing understandings, 
further inquiries and challenges.  

We started each class with a journal question that continually focused the conversation around the 
three essential questions for the unit. 

7. Present the work of collaborative groups to the whole class. 

After the student conducted their research and grappled with the design of their infographics, it 
was time to unveil their creations. All of the infographics were printed out on 2’x3’ sheets of paper 
and displayed in the classroom for a gallery walk. We first discussed which infographic was “the 
best.” I didn’t qualify the statement or remind them of the requirements, just asked for their gut 
feelings.  

Everyone in the class pointed out a particular infographic on the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. To them, its 
layout and visual appeal clearly exceeded that of any other example. I then asked the students to 
more carefully evaluate the infographics by taking time to read through the content. We 
reconvened and it was then that they realized the most visually appealing infographic did not have 
the best information. This was an enlightening realization. 

8. Reflect individually, in groups and as a class as to learning successes and challenges. 

Students were asked to reflect on the specific difficulties related to working collaboratively and 
creating their own infographics. They also reflected on similarities and differences between the Gulf 
oil spill and their assigned disaster. From there we projected forward to predict future behaviors by 

http://digitalnewsgathering.wordpress.com/2010/04/24/10-tips-for-designing-infographics/
http://digitalnewsgathering.wordpress.com/2010/04/24/10-tips-for-designing-infographics/
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the American public, the American government, and business interests with regard to the Gulf oil 
spill, based on the lessons of the past. For example, during their investigations, students found that, 
regardless of the disaster, response followed a pattern: public interest was intense in the short 
term, but quickly shifted away from fixing the systemic problems that led to the disaster in the first 
place. 

9. Revisit the essential questions and conduct a final conversation about the wealth of 
answers from the students. 

Students were given a half-class period to respond to the essential questions in writing, giving 
specific examples. We then spent the other half of the class period discussing their insights. 

10. Make predictions for or connections to other events, present or future, based on the 
trends and patterns observed in the thematic investigation. 

Based on the information gathered in the research, students were asked to predict the future path 
of policy related to the Gulf oil spill and future man-made environmental disasters. For example, 
many spoke of the likelihood that the government policies would shift immediately following the 
spill — as they have after other environmental disasters — but that within a decade the strength of 
conviction for policy enforcement would wane.  

 
 
 
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/08/27/teaching-with-infographics-a-student-project-
model/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0 
 
  

http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/08/27/teaching-with-infographics-a-student-project-model/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/08/27/teaching-with-infographics-a-student-project-model/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0
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APPENDIX E: POST-COURSE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Lesson Plan Discussion Questions 
 

1. Provide a short summary of the lesson plan. What Common Core standards does the lesson 
plan address? What does the teacher hope to achieve with this lesson?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What is the purpose of using infographics in this lesson plan?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What are the strengths of this lesson plan? Use specific examples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What do you think makes this lesson engaging and effective? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What might make the lesson more effective?   
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APPENDIX F: COURSE EVALUATION FORM  

Course Evaluation Form 
Course: 

 

Instructor: 
 

Participant:  
 

 
1. What did you like most about the course? 

2. What did you like least about the course? 

3. What information was of most value? 

4. What information was of least value? 

5. What improvements would you suggest?  

6. Was the pace of the course appropriate?  

7. Were any parts of the course confusing (which ones)? 

8. Now that you have seen the course, would you take it again?  

9. Overall, how would you rate the course? 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

 Needs         Excellent 
 Improvement 
 

10. How would you rate the instructor?  
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

 Needs         Excellent 
 Improvement 

 


